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This month, I'd like to talk about
Chamber of Commerce website.
www.yoakumareachamber.com. This site is currently
“under construction,” with the “foundation” almost
complete. This website is a work in progress and will
take several months to complete. Updates will be
ongoing as member information and services change.
The site will be online before it is fully completed.

This website is being developed with the following
purposes in mind:

1. A means to communicate with our members.
Many of our members are computer savvy and will
go online and read something before they go to
the mailbox, open their mail, and take the time to
read a printed copy. The monthly newsletter will
be one item on the website. This will save the
chamber time and money. Plus, business
members will find it easier to share the newsletter
with their employees. Our home page will also
provide chamber updates and reminders, Yoakum
weather information and a few other items of
interest.

A window for the rest of the world to view our
member businesses. People in surrounding areas
look to the web as a source of information. For
example, if your business is listed and you offer
what someone in Gonzales wants, but can't find in
Gonzales, they will make a short trip to buy from
your business.

Relocation information. Many baby boomers are
moving to rural areas. Some are retiring to the
“good ole country living.” Some are starting a
small business that can be run out of their home or
back yard. I've heard some real estate folks say
that people in big cities don't always realize we
have a large grocery store, a great hospital and
health facilities and good schools. They don't
realize that they can buy almost anything they
want right here in Yoakum. Plus, our location is
such that if someone does have to have a “big
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city” fix, they are less than 1 hour and no more than 2
hours from four large cites. Our relocation information
will show the world that we offer “good living” without
the stress, crime and traffic of the big city.

We will also be offering advertising opportunities to our
members. Please call me for additional information if
interested.

A good website is beneficial to all of us. We promise
one that will reflect a strong, unified community with a
growing, stable economy.

If you have a topic you'd like to see X\
addressed or have an event you'd like to see posted on the
calendar, please e-mail me at info@yoakumareachamber.com.

ALCO GRAND OPENING

Visiting at the ALCO Grand Opening on February 9,
2006 were (I-r) Dr. Louis Boening; Mrs. Marie Jo Knippa;
John Hites — ALCO Store Manager, Mary Lou Benedict,
ALCO Customer Service Group Manager; and Dean Van
Horn, ALCO Vice President.

If you haven't had the chance to shop at ALCO at 201
Hwy 77A South, Store Manager John Hites invites you to
stop by and check out their quality merchandise at
discount prices. ALCOQO'’s hours are 8:00 am — 8:00 pm,
Monday - Saturday, and 9:00 am — 6:00 pm on
Sundays.



BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
By Dave Talbert

The speaker for the March 14™ Business Breakfast will
be Jennifer Kolbe. Jennifer is the Economic
Development Representative for the Guadalupe Valley
Electric Cooperative, Inc.(GVEC). She also serves as
Vice President of the Gonzales Area Development
Corporation, the Seguin Area Chamber of Commerce,
and is on the Board of Directors for the DeWitt
Community Development Foundation and the Texas
Leadership Institute Advisory Board. Among other
things, Jennifer will be speaking about regional
economic development and the role that GVEC plays in
that development.

This event will be sponsored by Jacobs-Weber
Insurance.  Chamber members are encouraged to
attend and bring a guest.

See you Tuesday, March 14™ at 7:00 a.m. at the
Community Center.

DON'T FORGET TO VOTE

PRIMARY ELECTIONS

TUESDAY,
MARCH 7, 2006
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REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF YOAKUM LUNCHEON
MARCH 1, 2006

The Republican Women of Yoakum will present the two
(2) Republican candidates for State Board of Education
(SBOE), District 10 at their March meeting. The two
candidates are Cynthia Dunbar and Tony Dale. Both
candidates will have a presentation, followed by a
guestion and answer session.

The purpose of the SBOE, comprised of the
Commissioner of Education and fifteen (15) elected
members, is to oversee the public education system of
Texas in accordance with the Texas Education Code.

The Mission Statement of the SBOE is to ensure the
highest level of educator preparation and practice to
achieve student excellence. Business people and
educators alike have an interest and responsibility to
ensure the candidate most capable of upholding this
mission statement is elected.

The March 1% meeting will be held at the Hochheim
Prairie office building on Hwy 77A in Yoakum. A
complimentary lunch will be served, beginning at 11:45
with the program to start a few minutes after noon. Join
us for lunch if you can or come for just the program.
Hope to see you there!

CHAMBER BULLETIN
BOARD

A “Come & Go” welcome was held February 14, 2006,
for Yoakum Nursing and Rehabilitation Center's new
administrator, Jeffrey Burton. Local Chamber members,
investors, family, and friends stopped by to welcome the
Burtons to Yoakum.

Pictured are wife, lone Burton (left), Administrator Jeffrey
Burton (right), and son, Sam Burton (center)



Special guests at the February Republican
Women'’s Club meeting were (left to right) David
Stall, Glenn Hegar, and Gary Gates.

The 1-10 Corridor is an association of 18 rural
communities located along the [-10 Corridor
from Seguin on the west to Beaumont on the
east. This group meets once a month to discuss
tourism, economic development and business
opportunities in this region. On February 15,
Yoakum hosted the meeting at the Library. Pat
Kennedy gave an update on the projects and
progress of Yoakum. He took the group on a
tour of downtown Yoakum, explaining the
Pershing Square Project. Thanks to Pat,
Theresa Bowe, and Gina Jiral for their time and
effort making this group feel welcome in
Yoakum.

OVING?

Let the Chamber help spread the word.
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GRAND OPENING HELD FOR
TURNER PEST CONTROL

A great group of friends, family members, and officials
turned out for the grand opening of Turner Pest Control.
Everyone enjoyed a delicious buffet of food while getting
to know Nathan and Brenda (Harbers) Cooper. Turner
Pest Control will continue to provide the same quality
service as provided by Jack Turner. And don't forget -
Mr. Turner will continue to work with the Coopers and
has now opened Jack’s Lawn and Tree Service.

Tom ToM FESTIVAL

Time is flyin’ by and June is almost here. June in
Yoakum = Tom Tom Festival, one of the oldest festivals
in this area. Festival Chairman Carl O'Neill promises the
event will be new and exciting, bigger and better than
ever before.

If anyone would like to have fun helping out with this
festival, please contact Carl or the Chamber Office. An
event of this size requires many volunteers and man-
hours. If you can volunteer several hours a week or a
few hours one day, please let us know and we’'ll find a
way to use your talent.

Carl has ordered perfect weather for Tom Tom.

RURAL TEXAS TRAVEL GUIDE
Available at Chamber Office

Pat Kennedy, Economic/Community Development
Coordinator, worked with entities from DeWitt, Lavaca,
Gonzales, and Goliad Counties to produce a Rural
Texas Travel Guide. This Travel Guide, funded in part
by TexasYes!, was designed to spotlight and promote
rural Texas tourism.

We have a limited number of copies of this publication
but would like to offer a copy to each of our members. If
you would like a copy of this publication for your office or
business, please contact the Chamber office at 293-
23009.



by Lori Devereaux

| would like to applaud the spirit of community that is still
alive and well in our city.

The pictures on the right capture the physical damage to
the Tex Tan saddle factory from a fire that ripped
through the building in early February. When the fire
was discovered and word went out, many individuals
and businesses responded. Some brought trucks or
trailers to assist in moving warehoused merchandise to a
safer location. I'm told that these people worked
tirelessly for hours to save everything they could.

Fire departments from Yoakum, Sweet Home, Cuero
and Hallettsville worked together to bring the fire under
control and keep the blaze from spreading. In addition,
the Shiner Fire Department helped cover Yoakum
should another fire break out somewhere in the city.

The damage that is not visible is that to the human spirit.
Approximately 125 employees were displaced from their
jobs and left to wonder what the future might hold. They
were not forgotten though. The Tex Tan management
team and many other individuals and businesses
stepped forward with help for these employees and their
families. With plans already in motion to get the factory
up and running again, these employees are now looking
to the future with a sense of hope and renewed security.

| am very proud to live in Yoakum, where the spirit of
community is not just an idea, but a way of life.

NEwW OFFICE HOURS
FOR CHAMBER

Effective February 13, 2006, the
Chamber Office will be open to the
public from 9:00 am — 3:00 pm, Monday

through Friday.

“The Chamber Connection” is a monthly newsletter provided as a
service to each Chamber member.

Managing Editor — Dori Wyatt, Chamber President
Editor — Lori Devereaux

Comments and suggestions for future publications must be submitted
to the Chamber Office before the 15" of the month prior to the
upcoming edition. The final decision on the use of suggested/donated
material rests with the managing editor. Considerations include, but
are not limited to, the appropriateness of the content and available
space.

info@yoakumareachamber.com
361-293-2309

Page 4




2006 YoakuM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

“To be an advocate for the business community and
to promote economic development in the Yoakum area.”

MEMBERS
Business Members
4X4 of South Texas
A A A Butane
Accolade Hospice
Advanced Home Health Services
Alco Discount Store #367
Alexander Oil Company
Allmed Sales & Rentals
Anders Auto Supply
Andy’s Catering
Belts Unlimited, Inc.
Allen G. Bayer, CPA
Dr. Sandra Bergey, DDS
Blue House Flower Farm
Dr. John C. Braden
Buffington Funeral Home
Dr. Neil Campbell
Carter® Insurance
Chandler Drilling
Circle Y
City Drug Store
Cornerstone Properties
CritterHill Boer Goats
Cuero Yoakum Propane Gas Co.
Data Wright/Tax Wright
DeWitt Poth & Son
Double D Ranch
Dr. James Drost
Edward D. Jones Investments
Electrolysis of Yoakum
Embroidery Express
First State Bank
Gaus Natho & Swaney Attorneys
Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority
GVEC
Hartman Distributing Co.
Have A Blast
H.E.B.
H & H Café & Bakery, Inc.
Hochheim Prairie Insurance
Hospice of South Texas
House of Style & Jewels
Hub City Motors
Hunan Garden
Jack’s Lawn & Tree Service
Jacobs Real Estate
Jacobs-Weber Inc.
Jahn Refrigeration Company, Inc.
Kram Insurance Agency
Leather Capital Steakhouse
Matthew Realty
Mi Casa Restaurant
Old Kasper House

Bed & Breakfast
Our Guest House

Business Members (cont.)
Pelech Real Estate
Prosperity Bank
Regency Inn & Suites
Ridge View Ranch Bed &
Breakfast
Roadway Express, Inc.
Rudolphs Inc.
Rusty Rooster
Soehnge-Do-It-Center
Specialty Printers
State Farm Insurance Company
Steinmann & Associates
Straet Global Consulting Group
Sweet Home Sand & Gravel
Tandy Brands Accessories, Inc.
Texas Country Inn
Bed & Breakfast
Texas Gas Services
Texas Workforce Solutions
Tex-Tan Western Leather
The Yard Guy
Thiele-Cooper Funeral Home
Triple R Motors
Turner Pest Control
Dayna S. Tuttle, Attorney
V & V Discount Liquor
Wendel Motor Company. Inc.
Wendel's Jewelry, Inc.
Werner’'s Restaurant
Yoakum Community Hospital
Yoakum Discount Pharmacy
Yoakum Herald Times
Yoakum National Bank
Yoakum Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center
Yoakum Packing Company
Yoakum Printing Company
Yoakum Shape Shop
Zimmerman Electric

Civic Organizations

Bluebonnet Youth Ranch

Hochheim Prairie Hermann Sons
Lodge #90

Modern Dance Club #90

Pilot Club of Yoakum, Inc.

Republican Women of Yoakum

VFW Post #2456

Yoakum Heritage Museum

Yoakum Lions Club

Yoakum Masonic Lodge #662

Yoakum Rotary Club
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Individual Members

Mr. & Mrs. Glen A. Blundell
Dr. & Mrs. Louis Boening
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Borchers
Judy and Larry Brandt
Michael and Debbie Brandt
Sharon Bucek

Gary and Linda Colman
Charles L. Fields

John and Agnes Fling

Pat Kennedy

Marie Jo Knippa

Carl and Linda O®leill
James and Sharla Pohl
Mike Poynor

Mr. & Mrs. John Quast IlI
Mrs. Carl Ramert

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Renken
Mark and Ann Seidenberger
Elorine Sitka

Terri Stirneman

Joseph J. Sutton

John and Cheryl Trott

Dr. and Mrs. David Watson
Mr. and Mrs. E. V. Weiser
Linda Wenske

Gray and Brenda Westmoreland
Ron and Vicki White

Mr. & Mrs. Cecil Windsor
Mike and Merta Withrow
Mr. & Mrs. James Witte
Earl and Darlene Wyatt
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The Yoakum Area Chamber
of Commerce is pleased to
announce its newest
members.

H.E.B.

House of Style & Jewels
Prosperity Bank
Wendel’'s Jewelry, Inc.




Chairman.......cccceeeevieiiiiieeeeeenens
Chairman-Elect..........ccccceeeeeee.
Vice Chairman..........cccoeeeeeeveenee.
Secretary ...
Treasurer.....ccoooeeveeeeeeiiiieeeeeeins
Past Chairman..........cccceeeeeeeennnn.

DireCtors .....coovvvvvvieeeieeeeeei,

CHAMBER STAFF

2006 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Yoakum Area Chamber of Commerce

P.O. Box 591
Yoakum, TX 77995

Brenda Westmoreland
Carroll SNAIP ... Cornerstone Properties
Bill Lopez
ANN SEIAENDEIGET ... .. Kvinta, Kvinta, & Kvinta
LiINda WENSKE ......coeviiieee et Hochheim Prairie Insurance
RV To3 AT 11 (= SR Yoakum National Bank
[0 11 T O 1 (= SR Carters Insurance
FIOSSY FIZ .. .iieieiie et e e e e e s r e e e e e e e Double D Ranch
Carl O'Neill
Derrick Smith
DaVe TalbDEIM.. ... Hochheim Prairie Insurance
Christa ZImmerman .........cccuuuieiieoiieee e Yoakum Community Hospital
Dori Wyatt
Linda Machacek
PRSRT STD
US POSTGE
PAID
YOAKUM, TX
PERMIT NO.60




