
Page 1

The Yoakum Area Chamber of Commerce’s

CHAMBER CONNECTION
“ To be an advocate for the business community and

 to promote economic development in the Yoakum area.”

Vol. 3 January 2006

� �� � �� � � � � 	 
 �� �� �� � �� � � � � 	 
 �� �� �� � �� � � � � 	 
 �� �� �� � �� � � � � 	 
 �� �
by Dori Wyatt - President
Yoakum Area Chamber of Commerce

I have been at the Chamber for a year now, and it goes
without saying that I’ve experienced quite a learning
curve.  I’ve learned a lot about our town and the people
who live amongst us.  I’ve come to know and respect
many hard-working, goal-oriented, problem-solving,
selfless people who work behind the scenes to keep
Yoakum moving forward.  I’m honored to know people
that I, and many others, can call on for help, and know
that they will respond by saying, “Yes, I can help out by
doing that…and what else can I do?”  Yoakum is
blessed to have so many of these folks.  Their qualities
are all the same; they have a love for this community
and its people.  They have a desire to do the right things
needed to help keep this community vibrant and alive.
These selfless volunteers and community leaders are
willing to use their time and resources to affect changes
that our citizens can enjoy at this time and in the future.

One of the biggest challenges for volunteers in any
community or cause is the negativity they encounter
every day.  Many others choose to sit on the sidelines to
criticize and second-guess what the volunteers are doing
and accomplishing.  Many of the critics think they have
all the answers, but do nothing to make anything
happen.  It’s so much easier and safer to criticize those
who take the chances than it is to jump in and work for a
cause.  These volunteers shouldn’t have to endure
criticism and ridicule for their sacrifices.

I enjoy knowing and working with these volunteers
because merely being around them is like tapping into
an energy source.  Thanks to each of you for having the
courage to step up, work for our community, and make a
difference for all of us.

If you have a topic you’d like to see addressed or have an
event you’d like to see posted on the calendar, please e-mail
me at info@yoakumareachamber.com.

KEEP YOUR MEMBERSHIP ACTIVE

Just a reminder to pay your 2006 dues by January
15, 2006.  This will ensure your membership stays
active and you will also be included in the banquet
program on 1/26/06.

Brenda Westmoreland
2006 Chairman of the Board

I look forward to being Chairman of the 2006 Yoakum
Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors.  Being
a director for the past three years has proven to be an
invaluable learning experience for me.   I’ve also seen
many positive changes in the past years, changes that
affect every one of us.

Our mission statement is, “To be an advocate for the
business community and to promote economic
development in the Yoakum area”.  Our chamber is
definitely moving in the direction of supporting our
member businesses.  Our members are the backbone of
our community and because of them, our community will
grow and prosper.

This year we are going to work on our website so that
every single member can have a web presence.  This is
important to every business, large or small.  People from
surrounding towns are on the web, looking for products
and services in the area.  We want those shoppers to
find you on the net, drive over, and leave some of their
money with you.  The City of Yoakum will appreciate
every cent of sales tax money spent in Yoakum.

The Yoakum Area Chamber of Commerce would like to
be a facilitator to accomplish business goals in 2006.
We are hoping to work with our members to explore
ideas on how to work together for the betterment of the
entire community.  As a business community, how do we
keep maximum Yoakum shopping dollars in Yoakum?
How do we attract shoppers from the area to bring their
dollars to Yoakum?  Yoakum has incredible talent and
resources.  The answers to these questions lie with
many of you reading this very article.

I know that this year will be a year for us all to
remember.  We have a great Board of Directors this year
that is anxiously waiting to work for you and with you.
With your help and support we CAN make Yoakum a
community for all of us to be proud of.  Together we can
make sure Yoakum is not a dying community.  I
appreciate all you are doing for our community.

If you set out to be liked, you would be prepared to
compromise on anything at any time, and you would
achieve nothing.

Margaret Thatcher--
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WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR THE

YOAKUM AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
by Dori Wyatt

Here is a new “KISS” principle to help each of us
remember the things that everyone can do for their
Yoakum Area Chamber of Commerce.

Be knowledgeable about your Chamber.  Know and
understand its mission statement, “to be an advocate for
the business community and to promote economic
development in the Yoakum area.”  Everyone should be
familiar with what the Chamber does and DOES NOT
do.  The Chamber is a membership organization.  While
the Chamber works to promote tourism and economic
growth in Yoakum and the surrounding area, there are
certain benefits of membership that are reserved only for
members.  (Please contact the Chamber office if you
need clarification on a specific issue.)

Take initiative and be pro-active.  If there is a problem,
look for a solution.  If there is something that needs to be
done and you can do it – do it!  Don’t know what to do,
ask!

Share ideas and information that will help the Chamber
achieve its mission statement.  Share the Chamber’s
mission statement with the public.  Help them
understand that the Chamber is a membership
organization, working with that membership to achieve
its goals.  Be positive whenever representing the
Chamber.

Support your Chamber.  Having the support of our
members is key to our success.  Without it, motivation
wanes, frictions develop, and division enters our doors.
Sometimes you may not agree with a decision or how
something is done.  Please know that every action or
decision is first evaluated on how the results of that
action or decision can help the Chamber fulfill its mission
statement.  Be supportive of your Chamber Board,
Directors, and Staff.  We must work together to be an
effective voice that will mold a future filled with hope and
prosperity for Yoakum.

Final segment of a 3 part series

Ribbon Cutting for Allen Bayer, CPA

Allen Bayer recently started his own public accounting
firm.  Allen G. Bayer CPA is a full service public
accounting firm which offers accounting, tax and
business advisory solutions to business entrepreneurs
and individuals.

The public is invited to a ribbon cutting for his new
business at 408 Forest Street on Thursday, January 12,
2006, at 10 am.  Join us in wishing Allen success in his
new endeavor.

Relocation Celebration for Karl’s Flowers

On December 15, 2005, over 50 community leaders,
friends and family members helped celebrate the
relocation of Karl’s Flowers, now located at 219 Irvine.

You can order flowers by calling 293-2012.  Or feel free
to stop in and visit their wonderful gift shop.  Their
regular hours are 9 AM – 5:30 PM, Monday thru Friday
and 9 AM – noon on Saturday.  Karl’s Flowers extends
their hours for every holiday season.

Owner Cheryl Loos says they now have plenty of
parking, so stop by and wish them well at their new
location.

Continuation of Discussion –
Yoakum Section 4B Sales Tax

by Patrick J. Kennedy, EDFP
Economic/Community Development Coordinator

Last month a brief introduction was provided regarding
the Yoakum Section 4B Sales Tax.  This ½ cent sales
tax was approved by the Yoakum voters in the late
1990’s.  It is the primary source of the budget
administered by the Yoakum Economic Development
Corporation (YEDC).

I have been asked several times how the YEDC decides
to allocate these funds.  In most cases, it is one of two
ways: either the Board prioritizes and budgets funds, as
they did for three years to have enough match for the
Park Improvement project, or they respond to a request
for assistance from a business.  There is a seven (7)
page Application for Project Funding.  Included in this
application is a detailed description of the proposed
project, questions on how the project will be of benefit to
the community, number of jobs, development costs, and
limited financial information.

Any expenditure of $50,000 or more shall have the prior
approval of the Yoakum City Council.

Next month, I will conclude this trilogy by presenting
highlights from the last two Legislative sessions that
effect the 4B Economic Development Corporations.

CONGRATULATIONS to the Welhausen Library,
the Yoakum Heritage Museum, and to the Chisholm Trail
Park for the outstanding jobs on their Christmas
displays.  Young and old alike enjoyed visiting each of
these Yoakum landmarks decked out in holiday
splendor.
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Texas Business Group Releases
Legislative Voting Record

by Bill Hammond

AUSTIN – Texas lawmakers posted higher average
scores in the 2005 Texas Association of Business (TAB)
legislative voting record, compared with the group’s
2003 scorecard.

TAB’s legislative voting record, covering the 79th regular
session and two special sessions of the Texas
Legislature, grades lawmakers from 0 to 100 based on a
series of votes affecting the business climate. This
year’s average score in the Senate was 73, while the
average score in the House was 69. In 2003, the
average score for both chambers were significantly
lower with scores of 62 and 57 respectively.

"As a watchdog for Texas employers, TAB believes that
the Legislature must be accountable for its actions. By
tallying votes impacting the business climate and then
publishing that record, employers have an accurate
measure of the effectiveness of their legislators," TAB
President Bill Hammond said.

"From this scorecard, it’s clear legislators are casting
more pro-jobs votes,” said Hammond. "It illustrates that
keeping score and holding lawmakers accountable is an
effective tool in building an economic climate aimed at
creating and retaining Texas jobs."

Hammond released For the Record at a Capitol press
conference. It is the only scorecard of its type in Texas –
a balanced record of broad-based business issues that
benefit employers and working families in every corner
of the state.

Legislators with a score of 80 or better are recognized as
"Fighters For Free Enterprise" and those with a score of
90 or better are recognized as "Champions For Free
Enterprise."

"The award winners are pro-jobs lawmakers committed
to improving the economic prosperity of all Texans and
who deserves special recognition," said Hammond.

A score below 60 is what TAB considers a weak vote –
not making the grade for Texans.

"A weak business voting record should be cause for
concern, particularly among lawmakers’ constituents,"
Hammond said.

"Keeping score is never easy and never perfect, but if a
constituent wants a clear picture how his or her legislator
is voting on broad-based business issues, this is the
scorecard to consult," said Hammond.
TAB’s voting records traditionally receive accolades from
our members and legislators who cast pro-business
votes. Not surprisingly, they draw criticism from those
not making the grade.

"We expect no less from this year’s voting record.
Legislators and constituents must assess this record for
themselves. As the largest business organization in the
state, these are the issues that matter most to our
members," Hammond said.

TAB’s scorecard rated 31 Senators based on 10 votes
and rated 149 House members on 16 votes. Lt. Gov.
David Dewhurst and House Speaker Tom Craddick were
not rated because they rarely vote due to their
leadership positions.

TAB’s tally sheet is based on each legislator’s votes on
key business issues such as: workers’ compensation,
tort reform, health care, taxation and education. It
includes votes on final passage of legislation, as well as
votes on amendments and/or procedural motions since
they are sometimes more critical.

Criteria for TAB’s voting record are as follows:
�  �The issue was discussed in TAB’s Legislative

Priorities delivered to every legislator at the
beginning of session;

�  �TAB staff testified for/against the legislation; or
�  �A letter or handout was written in support or in

opposition to the bill/amendment prior to a floor vote.

"Texans depend on a strong economy. Lawmakers’
votes in Austin have a direct bearing on the business
climate, so documenting which legislators are working to
support the economy is critical to the future prosperity of
this state," said Hammond.

"Several of the votes on the scorecard dealt with
workers’ compensation reform, which was a key issue
for TAB members this session," said Hammond.
"Reforming the workers’ compensation was a win for
everyone involved. Employers will benefit from a better,
more cost-efficient system; injured workers will be able
to receive better care."

TAB’s voting record is available for viewing and printing
at http://www.txbiz.org/vr2005/vrcover.html.

TAB represents 140,000 employers and is largely
regarded as the voice of business.

CHINESE PROVERB

IF YOU WANT HAPPINESS FOR AN HOUR, TAKE A NAP.
IF YOU WANT HAPPINESS FOR A DAY, GO FISHING.

IF YOU WANT HAPPINESS FOR A MONTH, GET MARRIED.
IF YOU WANT HAPPINESS FOR A YEAR, INHERIT A FORTUNE.

IF YOU WANT HAPPINESS FOR A LIFETIME,
HELP SOMEONE ELSE.
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BUSINESS BREAKFAST
(2nd Tuesday of every month)

January Breakfast – Don’t miss it!

The next Business Breakfast will be held on January 10,
2006.  Come to the Community Center a little before 7
am, socialize, get your breakfast, listen to an informative
speaker, and be out and on your way to work before 8
am.  See the following article for more details on the
January breakfast.

“ Stand Up for Rural America”
by Bret Baldwin and Dave Talbert

“The Business Development Committee is the primary
liaison voice and lead committee of the Chamber for
advocating a strong quality workforce between area
businesses and educational entities.”

Serving the Yoakum Area businesses, the Business
Development Committee will kick off its 2006 continuous
education and business information series “Business
Breakfast” on January 10th at 7:00 a.m. in the
Community Center. .”  Hosts for the breakfast will be
Economic Development Corporation Board members.
The speaker will be the US Department of Agriculture
Rural Development Manager, Dorothy Aupperle,
presenting “Business Development – Standing Up for
Rural America

“ Our mission is to improve the quality of life in this
area.  Our jurisdiction covers DeWitt, Lavaca,
Victoria, Calhoun, Jackson, Matagorda and Wharton
Counties.”   In her talk, Ms. Aupperle, will outline the
areas that the USDA currently offers to benefit and help
develop our rural businesses and community in a short
presentation followed by questions and answer session.

Mrs. Aupperle, a CPA, with numerous years of
facilitating multi-million dollar community enhancement
projects, now leads our area USDA Rural Development
office.  She is  located in Edna Texas, which provides
economic development services to businesses, non-
profit organizations, public entities and individuals in the
counties of DeWitt, Lavaca, Victoria, Calhoun, Jackson,
Matagorda and Wharton.

If you are interested in working at improving our area
workforce through various business and educational
means, come join us for our next meeting on Thursday,
January 19 from 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. at the Hochheim
Prairie Office Building.  All Chamber members are
welcome.

For more information, please call the Chamber office at
293-2309.

CHAMBER BRIEFS

Call the Chamber office if you’d like to
share in the exciting and rewarding
work of one of the committees.

Chamber Committee Reports

by Carroll Sharp

Be sure to mark January 26th on your calendars!

Our upcoming Chamber banquet will be a fun-filled
evening to renew old friendships and make new ones.
Come and join us for a great evening that will be
dedicated to recognizing businesses and individuals in
our community who make a difference and strive to keep
Yoakum a wonderful place to work and live.  The event
will offer a different look and special touches this year,
so don’t miss it.  The social hour and silent auction will
begin at 6:00 p.m. followed by the dinner program at
7:00 p.m.

The corporate tables for eight are $200.00 and include a
special reserved parking spot.  Individual tickets are
$15.00.  To purchase your tickets, call the Chamber
office at 293-2309 or contact one of your Chamber
Directors listed on the back of the newsletter.

� � � � � 
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Banquet Ticket Winners

Forty-three (43) members paid their 2006 dues on or
before 12/1/05, making them eligible for a drawing for a
set of 2 tickets to the Chamber Banquet on 1/26/06.

Congratulations to the lucky winners who are:

Zimmerman Electric
Betty Marcak
Chandler Drilling
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“ The Chamber Connection”  is a monthly newsletter
provided as a service to each Chamber member.

Managing Editor – Dori Wyatt, Chamber President
Editor – Lori Devereaux

Comments and suggestions for future publications must
be submitted to the Chamber Office before the 15th of the
month prior to the upcoming edition.  The final decision on
the use of suggested/donated material rests with the
managing editor.  Considerations include, but are not
limited to, the appropriateness of the content and available
space.

info@yoakumareachamber.com
361-293-2309

LAND OF LEATHER
(last weekend in February)
by Vicki White

Start working on your chili recipes because the Land of
Leather Festival is just around the corner.  And don’t
forget about your delicious pot of beans or your
scrumptious dessert recipes.

We are very excited about the new location and hope
that it proves to be bigger and better than ever.  This
year, the festival will be at the Community Center.  The
arts & crafts booths will be inside, so you will have the
opportunity to warm up, even if it’s cold and rainy
outside.  The chili and bean cookers will be directly
outside the Community Center, along with the biergarten
and food booths.  The main stage will have live
entertainment from 1:00 – 10:00 pm.  The carnival will
also be conveniently within walking distance.

Sign up forms will be available on February 1, 2006.  We
are looking forward to the positive changes and hope
you will make plans to come out, support the event, and
have some fun.

If you are interested in being a sponsor for Land of
Leather, please take time to read the enclosed
sponsorship letter.

Let the Land of Leather Festival be a part of your
advertising strategy.

Board of Directors Update

Carl O’Neill and Dave Talbert were elected to a term of
three (3) years to the Board of Directors.  Carl is an
engineer from TxDot and was a former Board Member.
Dave is a Vice President at Hochheim Prairie Insurance
and will be serving his first term.

Welcome to both Dave and Carl!  Both gentlemen bring
a crucial set of skills to the organization.

2006 also rings in a new slate of officers, voted on by the
Board of Directors at the November meeting.

Chairman Brenda Westmoreland
Chairman-elect Carroll Sharp
Vice-Chairman Bill Lopez
Secretary Ann Seidenberger
Treasurer Linda Wenske
Past Chairman Vicki White

The year 2005 marked the completion of 2 terms for
Larry Brandt and one term for Mike Withrow.  Thanks to
each of you for your service to the Chamber of
Commerce.

MOVING?

Let the Chamber help spread the word.

THE WAY TO A HAPPY NEW YEAR

To leave the old with a burst of song,
To recall the right and forgive the wrong.
To forget the things that bind you fast,

To the vain regrets of the year that©s past.
To have the strength to let go your hold,

On the not worthwhile of the days grown old.
To dare go forth with a purpose true,

To the unknown task of the year that©s new.
To help your brother along the road,

To do his work and lift his load.
To add your gift to the world©s good cheer,
Is to have and to give a Happy New Year.

---Author Unknown
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The Yoakum Area Chamber of Commerce is pleased
to announce its newest members.

�  Betty Marcak
�  Texas Country Inn Bed & Breakfast
�  Allen G. Bayer, CPA
�  Texas Workforce Solutions
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Chairman....................................Brenda Westmoreland
Chairman-Elect...........................Carroll Sharp ....................................................................................Cornerstone Properties
Vice Chairman............................Bill Lopez
Secretary ....................................Ann Seidenberger ............................................................................Kvinta, Kvinta, & Kvinta
Treasurer....................................Linda Wenske ...........................................................................Hochheim Prairie Insurance
Past Chairman............................Vicki White ....................................................................................... Yoakum National Bank

Directors .....................................Ruth Carter............................................................................................... Carters Insurance
Flossy Fritz..................................................................................................Double D Ranch
Carl O’Neill
Derrick Smith
Dave Talbert..............................................................................Hochheim Prairie Insurance
Christa Zimmerman ................................................................Yoakum Community Hospital

CCHHAAMMBBEERR  SSTTAAFFFF

President ....................................Dori Wyatt
Staff ............................................Linda Machacek

The Yoakum Area Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 591
Yoakum, TX 77995
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